Our Lady of the Luke
Catholic Church

4609 Martin Street South, Cropwell, AL 35054
Office: 205-525-5161 Fax: 205-525-5162
www.ollpellcity.com parish@ollpellcity.com

Rev. Michael F. Sexton, Pastor

Deacon Terrence Rumore Deacon Serge Brazzolotto
Deacon E. Lee Robinson

Director of Religious Education Sonya Lewis
Music Director Charmaine Welch
Parish Secretary Kathy Bryant
MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5 p.m. Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.

Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 a.m.
Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday—Thursday 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

EVERY FIRST FRIDAY:

CONFESSIONS: Novena To The Sacred Heart
Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. or of Jesus - before 9 a.m. Mass.
by appointment. Eucharistic Adoration 9:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m.
MARRIAGES: HOLY HOUR OF ADORATION:
Must be scheduled with the Priest Third Sunday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
at least 6 months in advance. Exposicion del Santisimo el segundo Miércoles
MORNING ROSARY: de cada mes @ 7:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. before Mass. RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:

. MONDAYS: August through May. Ages 3 yrs. through
Miraculous Medal Novena following Rosary. High School.



Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church

Saturday, December 16, 2017
Mass 5:00 pm

Sunday, December 17, 2017
Masses 8:30 am & 11:15 am

Weekly Readings ~ Dec. 18—Dec. 24

Rejoice

Third Sunday of A|Way5_r0

Advent

December 17, 2017

Rejoice always.
Pray without ceasing.

— 7 Thessalonians 5:16-17

Mass Intentions
December 18 — December 24

i

Monday: Joe Stanley by the Brazzolottos
Tuesday: Special Intentions

Wednesday: Joe Stanley by Edie Otto

Thursday: Jim Gutsell by KOC 12270

Friday: Jack Martin by Brenda & Jerry Kern
Saturday: Rodney & Beth Martin by the D’Amicos
Sunday: Christmas Eve

**Sunday’s Mass Intentions are offered
at the 11:15 am Mass**

Please pray for the ill and shut-ins:

Paul Boyle, Crystal Welford, Cecil Rodgers,
Jacky Johanson, Rita Martens, Gail Layton,
Nicki Brasfield, Rene Bentel, Carolyn Marston.

Please pray for all our loved ones who are ill
and our shut-ins. To add a name, call the
church office; or to add to the Prayer Hot
Line call Sharon Stice at 205-338-0207, or
email:sharonstice46@gmail.com.

Please note that names remain on the prayer
list for 30 days and then are removed unless
the Church Office is notified.

Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2,
12-13, 18-19;
Mt 1:18-25

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps
71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;
Lk 1:5-25

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-
4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38

Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-
18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
20-21; Lk 1:39-45

1Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm
2:1, 4-8abcd;
Lk 1:46-56

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps
25:4-5ab, 8-10, 14;
Lk 1:57-66

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a,
16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29;
Rom 16:25-27; Lk 1:26-
38

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Today’s Readings

First Reading — As a garden makes its growth
spring up, so will GOD make justice spring up
before all the nations. (Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11)

Psalm — My soul rejoices in my God.
(Luke 1:46-50, 53-54)

Second Reading — Do not quench the Spirit.
Do not despise prophetic utterances. Test eve-
rything; retain what is good. (1 Thessalonians
5:16-24)

Gospel — | am the voice of one crying out in
the desert, make straight the way of the Lord.
(John 1:6-8, 19-28)

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.




Pastor’s Message

December 17 ~ December 24

This Third Sunday of Advent is called Gaudete (Latin,
“Rejoice”) Sunday or, as Pope Francis calls it, the Sun-
day of Joy. The focus shifts somewhat to the Joy that
awaits us in God’s coming Kingdom.

The prophet Isaiah writes about the mission conferred
on him by God—to bring glad tidings to the lowly and to
heal the broken-hearted. He speaks about the joy he
experiences in God, who clothes him in a mantle of jus-
tice and salvation.

Early Christians took up these words of Isaiah to de-
scribe the mission of Jesus. By virtue of our baptism in
Christ, this ought to be our mission as well. As the
prophet suggests there is no greater joy than doing
God’s work.

The Gospel presents John the Baptist as the one who
testifies or gives witness to the Light who is coming into
the world. We can rejoice because he is the Light that
darkness cannot overcome.

John the Baptist realized that he was not the light but
“Came to testify to the Light”. In this season of lights,
though we are not the light, we can light candles of
hope because the Light who is Christ is in our midst,
even as we await a fuller coming of that Light at Christ-
mas.

Pope John Paul Il reminded us: “We need in our own
time heralds of the Gospel who are experts in humanity.
Who know the depths of the human heart, who can
share the joys, the hopes, the agonies, the distress of
people today, but who are at the same time contempla-
tives who have fallen in love with God”.

John the Baptist is our guide in Advent. He teaches
us how to witness. We do not draw attention to our-
selves. We are not the center of the picture or the selfie.
We carry the lamp lit by the Light that fills the world. It is
all about his Light. Advent provides us many opportuni-
ties to give witness to the Light. Parishioners have been
doing this in a thousand ways— the Thanksgiving Food
Drive, the Christmas Giving Tree, sharing in the Christ-
mas Dinner—a dish here, a salad there, the cooking of
the meat, and the setting up and cleaning up the hall.
Many of you were also bearers of light in your involve-
ment in the Guadalupe Mass on Tuesday. Oh for the
Joy of the Gospel.

Sacrament of Reconciliation This Week: Reconciliation
is an integral part of Advent and Christmas preparation.
This week we will offer the Sacrament of Confession eve-
ry morning from 9:30-10:30 and on Wednesday evening,
a Communal Penance Service with a visiting priest. Ex-
perience the peace and joy that comes with being recon-
ciled and forgiven. A joy often to tears!

Church Envelopes for 2018: The boxes of envelopes
with parishioners names attached are in the Parish Hall.
Please stop by and collect your Church envelopes for
weekly use.

Prayer of Advent: “Come, Lord Jesus, Come!”

Peace and Blessings,
Fr. Sexton

Sunday-December 17
Mass 8:30 am & 11:15 am
3rd Sunday of Advent
*RE 9:45-11:00 am
*Reconciliation— HS

*Holy Hour 7 pm

*Sr. Youth 5:30-8 pm

Monday-December 18
Mass 9:00 am

*Reconciliation 9:30 am-10:30 am
*Legion of Mary

*Bridge

*Fr. Sexton’s B'day

Tuesday-December 19
Mass 9:00 am

*Reconciliation 9:30 am-10:30 am
*NO RCIA

Wednesday-December 20
Mass 9:00 am

Penance Service 7:00 pm
*Reconciliation 9:30 am-10:30 am

Thursday-December 21
Mass 9:00 am
*Reconciliation 9:30 am-10:30 am

Friday-December 22
Mass 9:00 am
*Reconciliation 9:30 am-10:30 am

Saturday-December 23
Mass 9:00 am
*Reconciliation 3:30-5:00 pm

Sunday-December 24
Mass 8:30 am & 11:15 am
4th Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve Masses-
4:30 pm & 8:30 pm- Carols
30 minutes prior to Mass
*NO RE

@




Weekly

Offertory
July 2017 — June 2018
Actual* Needed
Last Week $10,293.17 $5702.00
Year to $135,323.82 $136,848.00
Date

*Please note the actual total includes Seminarian
Fund, Building Fund & Special Collections which
are not part of the general operating budget.

b The Love Pantry

The Love Pantry has requested that we
bring cans of soup each week to help
meet the needs of our Community.

Goal -100 cans/week.

Total cans last week — 50 cans

I am a voice
crying out

© J. 8. Paluch Co., Inc.

The 2018 Offertory
envelopes are ready for pickup
in the Parish Hall.

If you do not see your box,
please contact Kathy in the
Church Office: 205-525-5161.

Annual Respect Life Mass and March

@‘ |

=

Saturday, January 13, 2018

Respect Life Mass—9:00 AM
St. Stephen the Martyr Catholic Church
1515 12th Ave. South
Birmingham, AL 35205

Birmingham Rally &
March for Life—10:45 AM
Brother Bryan Park—22nd Street South
at 10th Avenue, Birmingham, AL

Www.BirminghamMarchLife.com
205-447-8796




Advent Wreath candle Lighters

Thivd Suwdag of Advent

Saturday, December 16th
5 pm Mass - Frost Family

Sunday, December 17th
8:30 am Mass - Perry Family
11:15 am Mass - Luter Family

Fourth Sw/ww% of Advent

Saturday, December 23rd
5 pm Mass - Boyle Family

Sunday, December 24th
8:30 am Mass - Falkner Family
11:15 am Mass - Lewis Family

Assignments—Christmas Eve

SUNDAY MASS 12/24/2017

4:30 PM Christmas Eve Masses

Altar Servers *

Greeters *

Lectors Chere Lowery, Joe Hoffert

Ministers Deacon, Rosemary Mateer, Susan
Moseley, Parma Boyle, Anna Emerick

Ushers Michael Gagliano, Bit Thomaston, Phillip
Thomaston

8:30 PM

Altar Servers *

Greeters Jay/Enid Willi, Poteracki B/F/S

Lectors Sarah Brazzolotto, Robert Lewis

Ministers Deacon, Tom Graffo, Chris Gallegly,

Ruth Stanley, Teri Gagliano
Ushers *

ﬂlssignments—l)ec.zo ~ Pec. 24

WEDNESDAY MASS 12/20/2017
9:00 AM

7:00 PM Penance Service
Altar Servers *

Lectors Bernie Funderburg

SATURDAY MASS 12/23/2017

5:00 PM 4th Sunday of Advent
Altar Servers Larry Reese, Stephen Reese

Greeters Tammy McRae, Gloria/Jim Albright
Lectors Sara Reese, Sonia Dale

Ministers Deacon, Gloria Albright, Karen Hand
Ushers Bob Hand, Clayton Martin, Mike

DeCastra, Mark McRae

SUNDAY MASS 12/24/2017

8:30 AM 4th Sunday of Advent

Altar Servers Amelia Reese, Natalie Newcomb, Bailey
Nail, Jacob Wiley

Greeters Laura Headley, Rosemary Mateer/
Jimillia Sayles

Lectors *

Ministers Deacon, *

Ushers Michael Gagliano, Laura Headley, Cristy
McKinney, Joaquina Reyes

11:15 PM

Altar Servers Brooks Boyle, Peyton Foreman, Troy
Rosato

Greeters Patsy LopezdeVictoria, Patrick Cowart

Lectors *

Ministers Deacon, *

Ushers Don Frederick, Larry Foltz, Jeanne

Macon, Wayne Lowery




Little Ones in Christ

Grades Pre K—Grade 2

Contact Joanna Murphree (205) 473-1444
2nd Sunday 12:30—2:30pm

Junior Youth

Grades 3- Grade 6

Contact Jordan Murphree (205) 863-5787
2nd Sunday 12:30—2:30pm

Senior Youth

Grades 7-12

Contact Carly Gagliano (205)837-8888
1st and 3rd Sunday 5:30—8:00pm

Food, Fun, and Faith!

Parent Meeting
Jan. 7—First Reconciliation meeting
9:45am in the parish hall

Jan. 14—Confirmation (8th & 9th grade)
meeting 9:45am in the parish hall

\\

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Religious Education

Dec. 17—RE 9:45—11:00am
High School Reconciliation
Sr. Youth 6:30—8:00pm

Dec. 24—No RE
Youth Mass 4:30pm
Carols start at 4:00

Dec. 31— No RE

Jan. 7—RE 9:45—11:00

First Reconciliation parent meeting
Youth Mass 11:15

Sr. Youth 56:30—8:00

Jan. 14—RE 9:45—11:00
Confirmation parent meeting

Jan. 21—RE 9:45—11:00
Sr. Youth 5:30—8:00
Holy Hour 7:00

Jan. 28—RE 9:45—11:00

Jan. 29—First Reconciliation 6:00pm

Tor 6uor‘

Adult Education
9:45 in the parish hall
No Adult Education scheduled!




Saints and Special
Observances

Sunday:  Third Sunday of Advent

Thursday: St. Peter Canisius; Winter
begins

Saturday: St. John of Kanty

EWTN
(108 OPENINGS)
Combine your faith and career at

EWTN! We are searching for qualified candi-
dates for the following positions in Irondale:

IL

Chair: Sonia Dale:
wmksdale2000@gmail.com

Vice Chair: Mark McRae:
mmcrae237@yahoo.com

PARIOM

Secretary: Karen Hand
wmkhand@yahoo.com

Matthew Allor: mjallor.1969@gmail.com
Marguerite Gorman: margog55@gmail.com
Johnny Kay: kayjohnny@yahoo.com
Joanna Murphree: Joannam1222@aol.com
Bart Perry: brpgep07@yahoo.com

Jennifer Rosato: jrosato1972@gmail.com

Council meetings are open to all
parishioners, and are typically on the
third Wed. of the month after Mass.

Accounting Assistant, Animation Graphics

Designer, Broadcast Technician, Mainte-
nance Technician, Technical Operations
Center Operator, Viewer Services Repre-
sentative.

For information on job requirements, go
to www.ewtn.com.

Please email cover letter, salary requirements &
resume to humanresources@ewtn.com. EOE

© 1. S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Maass Madeonse

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-800-438-8931

A

Standing on the Rock CD' by James wahl
FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC

o for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible

stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for
preschool children and those who are
in early grade school.
$17.00 + S&H

WORLD LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS

800-566-6150 » www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

ONE PARISH

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

d & rson m

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

If You Live Alone You Nee LIFEWatch!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! D= &5
Ambulance  SolutionsasLowas -2 S T
Police % ' :
Fire \

Friends/Family FREE Shipping
= FREE Activation

NO Long Term Contracts | !
No Landline? No Problem!
IE(I')\\I;\II-I 800'809'3352 *Real Time GPS Tracking

mmd' *Fall Detection

J. ;
e @, SRUFENacUs (RO

684415 Our Lady of the Lake Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

F  or Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You

The Most Complete

Putronize One of Our Advertisers TOWN@& CﬁoUNTRY F| N Da PAR' SH (80Nl Online National
. \—'/ . Directory of
“Experience Our Award Winning Attitude®™
m.mcrae@pellcityford.com Check It Out Today! Catholic Parishes
205-427-9051

I “ Mark McRae www.pelicityfod.com

T S EXPERT AGENT
am patronizing your business
it PELL CITY

because of it!

From the WLP Vault
comes the Bible Story of Christmas
Wl featuring 8 Classic Christmas Carols
; and a reading of the Gospel of
Luke 2: 4-20 by Bing Crosby!
Also available on vinyl.

p The Rhodes Agency Inc.
205-338-0502
2107 Martin Street South

Protecting Seniors
800_566_61 50 I““l‘h[l::tu Courtesy of NGUGHWIUE
g Croshy Enterprises Medical Alert System

“Wisit WLPmusic.com to purchase your copy - CD $10.00 529 95/Mo. billed quarterly
Knights of Columbus mtﬂa@'&r

int Mat  One Free Month
Council 12270 * No Long-Term Contract
unday Mlssal e Price Guarantee
An ideal companion  Easy Self Installation
for personal prayer. Call Todayl Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Do you want to rediscover the In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
catholicmatch’

AN

spark that was there on you wedding day?| CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

|“‘|}_|j‘ mulw-.mmmu'

Do you want to rediscover the best friend
you had when you were first married?

Do you want to join the millions of couples
worldwide who have learned how to keep
their marriage vibrant and alive?

WHY WAIT? — MAKE A WEEKEND www.ALFL-wwme.org

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise.
Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees and taxes.
Daily Mass and Rosary offered. We have a Priest onboard almost every weekly
departure with Holland America Cruise Line. Deposit of only $350 per person

will reserve your cabin. Space is limited.

Thanks and God Bless, an Official

Travel Agency of

Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785  Anostieship of

the Sea-USA

CST 2117990-70

e e e —'.. i - "‘-"-"—-l't" T — ; _‘L : e Spe——

684415 Our Lady of the Lake Church (A) www.jspaluch.com F or Ads J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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