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L Our Lady of the Luke
Catholic Church

g

4609 Martin Street South, Cropwell, AL 35054
Office: 205-525-5161 Fax: 205-525-5162
www.ollpellcity.com parish@ollpellcity.com

Rev. Michael F. Sexton, Pastor

Deacon Terrence Rumore Deacon Serge Brazzolotto

Director of Religious Education Tammy Ingels
Music Director Charmaine Welch
Parish Secretary Kathy Bryant

MASSES
Saturday Evening: 5 p.m. Sunday: 8:30 a.m. & 11:15 a.m.
Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 9:00 a.m.
Wednesdays: 7:00 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS: Monday—Thursday 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

CONFESSIONS: EVERY FIRST FRIDAY:
Saturday 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. or Novena To The Sacred Heart
by appointment. of Jesus - before 9 a.m. Mass.
MARRIAGES: Eucharistic Adoration 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Must be scheduled with the Priest HOLY HOUR OF ADORATION:
at least 6 months in advance. Third Sunday of every month at 7:00 p.m.
MORNING ROSARY: RELIGIOUS EDUCATION:
8:30 a.m. before Mass. August through May. Ages 3 yrs. through
MONDAYS: High School.

Miraculous Medal Novena following Rosary.



Our Lady of the Lake Catholic Church
Saturday, December 5, 2015
Mass 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 6, 2015
Masses 8:30 am & 11:15 am

Weekly Readings
December 7- December 13

Second Sunday of
Advent
December 6, 2015

Welcoming a Year

of God’s Mercy

@ ‘Mass Intentions @
Dec. 7- Dec. 13

Monday: Brenda Seward by Marcia & Jim Mortek
Tuesday: Elizabeth Sutton by Paul & Parma Boyle
Wednesday:Roger Frederickson by Paul & Parma Boyle
Thursday: Patricia Williams by Paul & Jeanie Reid
Friday: Paul Reid by Jeanie Reid

Saturday: Judy Martin by Sara Dean

Sunday: Barbara McNamara by Marcia & Jim Mortek

Please pray for the ill and shut-ins:

Dianna Markevich, Anne Forister, Alice Reid,
Lexie Smith, Gene & Walton Smith, Daniel
Centills, Hildie Bowman, Matt Joiner, Pat Rob-
erts, Mary Adams, Jay Benson, Jerry Noto, Judy
Dawley.

Please pray for all our loved ones who areiill
and our shut-ins. To add a name, call the
church office; or to add to the Prayer Hot Line
call Sharon Stice at 205-338-0207, or email:

Please note that names remain on the pray-
er list for 30 days and then are removed un-
less the Church Office is notified.

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9-14;

Lk 5:17-26

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-
4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12;
Lk 1:26-38

Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-
4 8, 10; Mt 11:28-30

Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1,
9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15

Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4,
6; Mt 11:16-19

Zec 2:14-17 or Rv
11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;
Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk
1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,
or any readings from
the Common of the
Blessed Virgin Mary,
nos. 707-712

Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-
3, 4, 5-6;Phil 4:4-7; Lk
3:10-18

Tuesday:

Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:

Sunday:

Today’s Readings

First Reading — Stand on the heights,
Jerusalem; see your children rejoicing that they
are remembered by God. A merciful and just
God leads Israel in joy. (Baruch 5:1-9)

Psalm — The Lord has done great things for
us; we are filled with joy. (Psalm 126)

Second Reading — May your love increase in
knowledge to discern what is valuable that you
may be blameless for the day of Christ.
(Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11)

Gospel — John proclaims a baptism of repent-
ance for the forgiveness of sins. All flesh shall
see the salvation of God. (Luke 3:1-6)

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission
on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.




Pastor’s Message

The Power of Love to Prevail ---Fr. Raniero
Cantalamessa, Preacher to the Pope, observed: “The
world has made it increasingly difficult to believe in love.
Whoever has been betrayed or wounded once is afraid to
love or be loved because that person knows how much it
can hurt to discover oneself betrayed again. So the ranks
of those unable to believe in the love of God increases
more and more; indeed unable to believe in any love.
Disenchantment and cynicism become the hallmarks of
our popularized culture”.

On this second Sunday of Advent the Scriptures reflect
a God who loves us unfailingly. He has become wedded
to our flesh and will never leave us.

The prophet Baruch in the first reading (5:1-9) directs
Jerusalem like a great mother to look to the east and see
her children being gathered by God from east and west
and coming home from exile. They rejoice that they are
remembered by God.

Do we rejoice that we are remembered by God—loved
by God? He is mindful of us. He holds us in existence.
We long to be remembered by people we have known.
How disappointed people are if we do not remember who
they are. God always remembers. Love is like that.

In the Gospel reading, Luke introduces us to John the
Baptist, the prophet of Advent. For Luke he is the bridge
between the first epoch of history—the time of Israel, and
the second epoch, the time of Jesus.

As herald of the new era John the Baptist pointed be-
yond himself to Jesus and prepared his contemporaries
for the event that would forever change the course of
their lives and their world. In Him the old and the new
have dovetailed, calling people to conversion and for-
giveness.

John quotes the words of the prophet Isaiah that ring in
our ears like music. “Every valley shall be filled, and eve-
ry mountain and hill shall be made low; the winding ways
shall be made straight and the rough ways smooth”. You
might even hear these words resounding in your local
mall as Handel's Messiah fills the air. It does wonders for
sales it seems.

What are the valleys of my emptiness that need filling?
What are the mountains of my pride that need to be
pulled down?

St. Julian of Norwich says it so nicely: “Because of the
actions of Jesus we have received the cloak of Christ that
envelops us with endless love. Dressed with Christ we
are also blessed with a dignity and grace that we are to
preserve and protect not only for ourselves but for all oth-
ers who are likewise clothed and blessed and graced”.

Parish Christmas Dinner: Next Sunday at 4:00 pm.
There is a place reserved for you. Bring your family. Our
Parish family celebrates the goodness of life.

Peace and Blessings,

Fr. Sexton

Calendar of Events Dec. 6- Dec. 13

©

J'JL, 2ud sunday of Advent

Sunday-Dec. 6

Masses 8:30 am & 11:15 am
*RE 9:45 am

* NO Youth Mass today

* Adult Ed 9:45 am

* Shoebox Project begins

* Reconciliation 6,7,8

Monday-Dec. 7

Masses 9 am

* Bridge

* Legion of Mary

* Parent Mtg. for 1st Reconciliation 7pm

Tuesday-Dec. 8

Mass 9am & 7 pm

Holy Day

Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

* NO RCIA

Wednesday-Dec. 9
Mass 7 pm

Thursday-Dec. 10
Mass 9 am

Friday-Dec. 11
Mass 9 am

Saturday-Dec. 12

Mass 5 pm

Reconciliation 3:30— 5:00 pm
Feast Day Our Lady of Guadalupe

Jb, zrd sunday of Advent

Sunday-Dec. 13

Masses 8:30 am & 11:15 am

* RE 9:45 am/Shoebox Project Ends

* NO Youth Mtgs.

* Pro Life Rosary/English

* Reconciliation High School

* Guadalupe Mass 11:15 am

* Legion of Mary Prayers after 11:15 Mass

* Parish Christmas Party & Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe-
Celebrations 4 pm

©




FINANCE NEWS
July 2015-June 2016

Last week

Actual Budget

*Offertory: $ 368381 $ 5770.00
Year-to-date

*Offertory: $ 126,266.22  $ 126,940.00

If you would like to help a
needy family this year, please
choose an angel from the tree '
and purchase the item hoped for.

(unwrapped please) by December 13th.

1 If you would like to help sort the gifts, please call
!Martha Hayes: 205. 884.1913 or Sharon Stice:

1

[}

1

1

1

1

1

[}
All gifts need to be returned i
1

1

1

1

[}
:205.338.0207. Distribution of gifts will be Decem- !
1

1

2016 Offertory envelopes

are available for pickup in

the Church Hall. If yours

is not there please call the
office:205.525.5161.

The Love Pantry
£ -
= The Love Pantry has requested that
we bring cans of soup each week to help meet

the needs of our Community.

Total cans last week — 46 cans

Saints and Special Observances

Sunday:  Second Sunday of Advent;
Hanukkah begins

Monday: St. Ambrose;
Pear( Harbor Remem-
brance Day

Tuesday: The Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Wednesday: St. Juan Diego
Friday:

St. Damasus T

Saturday: Our Lady of Guadalupe

Annual Parish Christmas Dinner
&
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Celebration

Date: December13th
Time: 4:00 pm
Place: Celebrations

Please join your Parish family for Faith,
Food and Friendship as we celebrate the
birth of Jesus!

Sign up sheets are in the foyers to bring a
dish or assist with set up or clean up.
For more info please call
Karen Hand: 205-338-9737.

Pro Life Corner

Our Lady of the Lake Spiritual Adoption Program

Month 7

Thank you for praying for me. | am 7 months old now.
| am growing every day. I'm between 14 and 17
inches long and weigh about 4 %2 pounds. | move
around a lot, but it's getting crowded in here!
Sometimes | even get hiccups!
| can hear and recognize my mother’s voice.

A Reminder:

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, | love you very much. | beg you
to spare the life of the unborn baby that | have

spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion

(11}
Please remember to pray daily for your Spiritual <
Adopted Baby and the baby’'s mother and
father.




Announcements

Advent Wreath candle Lighters

Second Sunda Y of Advent

Saturday, December 5th
5 pm Mass - Lance & Janice Stella

Sunday, December 6th
8:30 am Mass -
Rosemary Mateer & Jimillia Sayles
11:15 am Mass - Raynor Family

Third sunday of Advent

Saturday, December 12th
5 pm Mass - Parma & Paul Boyle

Sunday, December 13th
8:30 am Mass - Freeman/Crapet Family
11:15 am Mass - Ashlyn & Tom Zopfi

Fourth Sunday of Aolvent

Saturday, December 19th
5 pm Mass - Bob & Karen Hand

Sunday, December 20th
8:30 am Mass - Tony Hollis
11:15 am Mass - Krantz Family

Assignment List
Dec. 9- Dec. 13

t The Padre Pio Prayer Group of Our Lady
A of Sorrows Catholic church will meet on
Syl Saturday, December 19th at 10am in the
‘]’rlg'[rd ..
church. Please come and join us for
Adoration, the Rosary, Benediction and
Mass. What a wonderful opportunity for prayer
during this Holy Advent Season. For more infor-
mation call Angela Kolar at 991-9554.
Padre Pio-Pray for us!

WEDNESDAY MASS

7:00 PM

Altar Servers
Lectors

SATURDAY MASS

5:00 pm

Altar Servers
Greeters
Lectors
Ministers

Ushers

12/9/2015

*

Charmaine Welch

12/12/2015

Jim Gorman, Larry Reese
Bill/Loretta Frost, Tammy McRae
Ron & Micky Zielinski

Parma Boyle, Gloria Albright, Tiffany
Rochford

Cecil Rodgers, Bob Hand, Karen
Hand, Bob Nicholas

zrd sunday of Advent

SUNDAY MASS

8:30 AM
Altar Servers
Greeters
Lectors

Ministers

Ushers

11:15 AM

Altar Servers
Greeters
Lectors
Ministers

Ushers

12/13/2015

Andrew Thomaston, Jimillia Sayles, Will
Thomaston, Matt Frey
Crapet/Freeman, Anna Emerick
Bernie Funderburg, Carey Monistere
Deacon, Michael & Teri Gagliano,
Ronni Gagliano, Carly Gagliano
Michael Gagliano, Chris Gallegly,
Joe Stanley, Ruth Stanley

Paul Boyle, Ryan Murphree, Katie Boyle,
Travis Cooley

Lydia Jimenez, Mattie Osborne
Robert Lewis, Mary Adams

Deacon, Ken Otto, Edie Otto, Terri
Brown, Lee Walser

Don Frederick, Brian Young, Ron
Sellers, Jennifer Sellers

If you cannot keep your assignment

PLEASE find a substitute.




Radiating HIS Love

RELIGIOU by learning and living our Catholic Faith.

An Excerpt from

Prepare Ye the Way:

Reflection for the 2nd Sunday of Advent
by Marcellino D’Ambrosio, Ph.D.

“Advent is a time of joyful anticipation. For someone even bigger than Santa Claus is
coming to town.

The human race has been waiting a long time for His next and final visit. Actually, it waited a long time for the
first visit. Things had gone awry quite early in the history of the human race. We went from Paradise to misery
in the blink of an eye, but found there was no way to get back into the garden. Only God could turn things
around, but He was a long time coming.”...

“For the Messiah, the Good Shepherd to come, the way must be leveled and straightened. The heights blocking
his approach were mountains of pride. The sin of pride exalts itself higher than God, erecting a barrier against
him. It is characterized by know-it-all-ness and smug self-sufficiency. The tower of Babel is a great example of
pride’s futile loftiness. But how about the valleys that must be filled in? Philosophers and theologians define evil
as the privation of good, the lack of something that ought to be there. Lack of faith is a sin. Lack of prayerful-
nessis a sin. Lack of charity is a sin. These are all sins of omission, and these gaping holes need to be filled in
to make a highway for our God.

In his fabulous space trilogy, CS Lewis calls Satan “the Bent One.” Because the nature of the deceiver is to take
great blessings from God and twist them, misdirect them, so that they become curses. With a little twist, abun-
dance becomes greed, marital love becomes lust, and piety becomes self-righteous hypocrisy. In Advent, these
crooked ways must be made straight.”

The Crossroads Initiative website isaministry of Dr. D’ Ambrosio.
www.Crossroadslnitiative.com

M.Y. C MARK YOUR _— - 7
CALENDAR The birth of Christ is the central event in

the history of the earth -- the very thing

December 6 Religious Education 9:45am

December 6 Shoebox Project begins the whole story has been about.”

December 6 NO YOUTH MASS

December 6 ADULT ED at 9:45 am —C.S Lewis

December 6 Reconciliation 6th,7th,&8th ;

December 8 = Feast of the Vith G Little Ones in Christ
Immaculate Conception " W > Grades Pre K—Grade 2

. . @/"&f i 9’

& The Jubilee Year of Mercy begins \2% 'Y 14 Joanna Murphree at 473-1444.
December 9 Feast of St. Juan Diego ﬂ;h Junior Youth (Grades 3-6)
December 12 Feast of Every 2nd Sunday from 5-7pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe Contact Isabel at 753-9820.
December 13 Religious Education 9:45am Senior Youth (Grades 7-12)
December 13 Shoebox Project Ends 1st & 3rd Wednesdays—Sr. Youth Meetings
December 13 High School Reconciliation & Every 3rd Sunday—Social Night
December 14 Feast of Food. Fun. and Faith!

St. John of the Cross Contact Peter Boyle 613-5435




Luncheon served at 4:00 pm
Celebrations
3005 Martin Street S
(Hwy 231S)
Cropwell, AL 35054

Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration & (hnistmas
Party

Celebrando a Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe

Sunday, Dec. 13th, 11:15 am
Domingo 13 de diciembre, 11:15 am

Novenario empieza Dic. 4@ 6:00 pm

Our Lady of the Lake Church
Highway 231 S, Pell City, Alabama

Habra comida para todos después
de la Misa a Celebrations.

Please sign up to help or Bring a dish.
Informes con: Mari: 525-0071

Everyone is invited to pray the Legion prayers
and rosary after the 11:15 Mass.

Pope Francis

The effort is simple, but the results
are deeply rewarding.

If you are interested in working on recycling
in our Parish, please contact Marguerite Gorman:
205-746-4912 or Margog55@gmail.com

Knights of Columbus
Council 12270

AN
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TOLL FREE:

"We are called to be instruments of God ’?‘;d"(‘o‘ Immacul.ate
our Father, so that our planet might be 3% "E COI’ICCptlQn oy
what he desired when he created it..." Eigy ° s

> 1.8, Paluch Co, Inc.

CatholicMatch’
Alabama

ST pell City, AL T [Se—
&y Pel city

HoLipay
SPECIq;

Ao

684415 Our Lady of the Lake Church (B) www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931



All Your Outdoor Power Equipment Needs
14303 Hwy 411, Odenville, AL
John Joyner - Owner/Parishioner
Sales/Service: Snapper, Echo, Shindaiwa, Ferris
Service E-Z GO Golf Carts
“Serving the Commumry Through Service”

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatchl !m

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! .
v’Ambulance Solutions as Low as

+/Police $ 1 a Day’ m‘ .
:// Ifrl:'eends/Famd FREE ihm?.%n %
=\ ¢ 'I:Vr:)Eio;g Term Contracts
,ggbvt. a003539950 "
havep el I @NTHEUH*LIFEWGI‘C’IUSA '

PERSOMAL CARING SERVICE SMCE 1380

TOWN & COUNTRY
\Tord

“Exp Our Award Winning A de™
mark.mcrae@alabamaford.com
205-427-9051

www.pellcityford.com

{ @TCFordPeliCity  pMark McRae

K Anideal companion
for personal prayer.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39. 95

=] 1)

800-566-6150 * www.wlpmusic.com

HAIR CENTRE

Daily Faith * Donations * Calendar * Parish Directory [~ G

2023 Cogswell Avenue 5~ Please Cut Out This *Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You

Pell City, AL 35125 I Patronize One of Our Advertisers

205.338.3008 : I‘ k'.“

www.haircentresalonspa.com §

@, 24 HOUR JANITORIAL SERVICEI

Do you want to rediscover the
spark that was there on you wedding day?| i

Woridwide *Licensed & Insured [I l ' l‘ = Thank you for advertising in
Marriage . . . our church bulletin.
Encounter, Do you want to rediscover the best friend Cleanlinessis Next to Godliness | am patronizing your business |

because of it! [

you had when you were first married? *New Construction Clean * Spring Clean * Upkeep a8t s
*Office Buildings * Condos * Houses
Do you want to join the millions of couples 2 LOCATIONSTO SERVE YOU:
&

worldwide who have learned how to keep PELL CITY & GULF SHORES/'ORANGE BEACH
their marriage vibrant and alive? CONTACT THE CLEANING TEAM YOU CAN TRUST!

leanal .
WHY WAIT? — MAKE A WEEKEND  www.ALFL-wwme org SRRV R i (oo Bl crialetl) 0
www.XtremeCleanAl.com

Come Sail Away on a 7—night Catholic Exotic Cruise.

Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees and taxes.
Daily Mass and Rosary offered. We have a Priest onboard almost every weekly
departure with Holland America Cruise Line. Deposit of only $100 per person

will reserve your cabin. Space is limited.

Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785 U

of AOS-USA

e, __:'- — = P :_—9-\..,__
e o S '"_"'"=-———
684415 Our Lady of the Lake Church (A) WWWJSpaluch com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-438-8931
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